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your stories, comix, art, rants, journal entries, photos
ideas, rants, poems/pros etc. re:

How have you used self-defense in Your daily 1ife?

What dces self-defense mean to vou? i
How have you deailt with and overcome SeéxXual harassment, ;
@ssault, homophobia, trad%phobia, racism? '
What have You done to care for Yourself after ap assault/
harassment?

Also send:
Resources you know of such as good books, zines, movies, -
local self-defense groups, web sites, and Other stuff .
S0 I can put together a resource list for the next issue.

Write to:

3 Ariel .
P.0. Box 411621 o
Chicago, IL 60641-1621 ' < %
ey ;

Ey _
Oor email: mspippilotta@yahoo.com o i

/E)g -L’f]?;@ @U'Q/g 'ékzg,é_ : -
C Zine is a behefit fer
. Ch:ixﬁera Self-Defense for Women : :;.g:

To find out about classes in your I Hed E
neighborhood call (773) 271-7345 i
{

Since 1976 ; '
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to the first issue of Self-Defensa:

. Stories and Strategies 0f Survivail.

.@ b Q Ttis zine has been in che works for
4 years now. .

I sent out the moHWOﬁwdm flier to friends and WOEaznwnw Centers
2ll over the country: _ ‘ = 5
Sexual harrassment is something every woman faces at some.+’
paint in her life, But in all kinds of situations ranging from cat :
calls and unwelcome stares to physical assault and rape, women
have been FIGHTING BACK! ; ;

I AM COMPILING WOMENS  SELF DEFENSE STORIES.
CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE IN THE FORM OF

JOUBNAL ENTRIES, SHORT STORY, POETRY, PHOTO, COMIX ETC.:

SEND YOUR STORY ,
OF SELF DEFENSE

Th2 contents of this zine are some of th
Cesgonses to this flier-

S

-
L ‘ ﬁmw\h”\H\H me |roc‘a0am: have kept themselves sare during
o ai.d after sexual har

rassment and assaulk.

me-u:nsonm Writea about a wide range of situations includine
u:naumcn @ssault, sexual harassment on the streets and at WOCK,
lple assailants, assailants with weapons’ kncwn assailants, .
date rapge, and domestic abuse. The stories are arranged in a°

rzndom order. :

A Want o hear from M,

send me your stories, comix, art, @ssays, rants, journal entries,
e@tc, about dealing with sexism and assault.
=
does self-defense mean to you? HOw have You kept yourself

(5]
7
o
ot

-——

How have you taken care of yourself after an assault? Send me

t

fesources you know of- local women's self-defense groups., books,:

information, zines, movies, web sites- so I can compile a
rescurce list for the next issue. -

Teedback/ideas/critiques... on this zine are more then welcome.

WRITE TO: ) .
ARIEL FEG BOX411621 CHICAGO, IL H0641-1621

.

e -y
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THE GOALS OF THIS PROJECT ARE TO: ~

conveniently forgott
read these storijes.
may bring up intense emotions

can hel
Check i
to take

= GIVE WOMEN MORE OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM WHEN USING
SELF-DEFENSE BY SHARING A DIVERSE RANGE OF STRATEGIES
SUCCESSFULLY USED BY WOMEN IN REAL LIFE SITUATIONS.

+ HELP WOMEN OVERCOME ISOLATION AFTER AN ASSAULT AND

BEGIN TO HEAL.

< EXAND OUR NOTIONS OF WHAT “SUCCESSFUL SELF-DEFENSE" IS
AND HELP WOMEN APPRECIATE ALL OF THE WAYS WE KEEP

OURSELVES SAFE EVERY DAY.

“» BREAK THE STIGMA AROUND SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND ASSAULT
SO THAT WE CAN TALK ABOUT IT, TAKE ACTION, AND OVERCOME

- Note:

en. So,
Be aware

P to have a goodq frien
0 wWith yourself as You

care of yourself. Be good to

@)

lng empowering, it can be ¢mnw

ories. The same can be
For me, writing about
anger and fear that T
happened; emotions that I had

take care of Yourself as you
that for some people they

+ memories or dreams. It

d around to talk with.

read and do what You need

Yourself. Love yourself.

We decided to have a series of community
meetings with the offender.

I yell from my stomach, so much that it is
sore the next day.

T know that if I get the knife I am fully

prepared to slash his throat. I lungs at him

and he recoils in fear.

When they of fended me or made me
uncomfortable I would often leave the
room.... I silently made a face or rolled my
eyes to let other women know I was
disgusted.

I walked a few steps with them, then
rammed my elbows backwards into their
ribs super hard.

I jumped up and told him to keep his
f---ing hands off of me.

I place blame for bullshit!

T used the broken record technique.

I was acting on impulse.

I decided to solicit all the help I could
get.

T organized.

I ran

I stayed home the next day because I was
scared, but I went out the day after that
and pushed it to the back of my mind.

I had been on alert as soon as I heard

‘them crushing through the underbrush.

Every drop of terror in my being was
transformed into strength, rage, and
instant intuitive logic.

I called 911.

I kept my hand up between us as he
circled me, so that my back was never to
him. So I could keep an eye on him.

I turned around and rode the opposite way
down the one way street so that they
could not follow me.

I decided to take a different approach.

I told him NO over and over again. .
I broke free and walked away from him as
he yelled "T'll see you tomorrow",

I have transformed potentially negative
street interactions into positive anes.

I realized that diffusing the situation
would require talking some sense into then
as well as a physical reaction, and even
though I was a good deal smaller I was
mare sober and might be able to use this
to my advantage.

I talked loudly and firmly.

I was backing away from him. Once I had
some distance I turned around and ran
towards the street.

I didn't let his old tactics work on me.

I tuck my chin.

I remember being astounded by my own
strength.

With the blessing of a motherload of
adrenaline I acted quickly.

I felt urgency where they only felt
aggression.

I got up and yelled back at him. T very-
clearly repeated what she had already said
and told him to stay away from her. "".
We sat up so that he would know we were
watching him. _

I slammed my hand under his penis.

I stood and turned around to face him, "I
heard what you said" I told him looking
into his eyes.

I threw out the supervisor's porn.

I started to feel like he was a little too
interested in me. It wasn't his words that
of f, but how he was looking at me. I was
listening to my instinct.

I decided I needed to leave at the first
opening I got.

I said no and kept walking conscious that
their eyes followed me. |

I stopped and put my hand up between us.
"STAY THERE!" I yelled.

T was yelling "NOOOOOQOQ00!" and T
remember deciding thet I would not let
him rape me even before we hit the
ground.

I tell him fo let me out.

I refuse to let them make contact.
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arrived. They asked me to describe the man, whers it happened ete. I told them the whale stary
"in detail. They wanted to go down to the spot where the attack occurred. At first I was scared
but then I said OK. By the time we got there of course the guy was gone. The cops put me back
into the cruiser and started asking me n—._,m.m.:.o_._m like what was I doing in the woods anyway, didn't
I know it was dangerous, why did I think he wanted to rape me... I started getting mad at them.
Twas stillinastate of shock somewhat and had adrenaline running through my body. I didn't want

to be the one on trial here, but that's how they made me feel. I asked them *“What would you

think if someone tackled you to the ground, gt on top of you and tried to put his hand over your
mouth?!! You wouldn't think he was trying to rape you?!l" I was yelling. They said I was “exhibiting
strange behavior®. I yelled *How am I supposed fo act after being attacked?!l” Then they asked
me my age and didn't believe me when I said T was 18 (I had no I.D. on me). They thought I was
arunaway and wanted to take me down to the station to call my parents etc. In their eyes I had

. become the suspect. The rest is a long boring story of how I had to talk them into letting me out

' of their cruiser and not take me down to the station. After that experience I felt like the cops

had been almost as bad as the assailant himself. They made me feel like I'was at fault for having
been the one to take a walk by myself, and then told me that being angry was an abnormal way to
act after being assaulted. : :

Looking back, I learned a lot from that experience. Maybe most importantly, T learned
that my voice is a powerful weapon which really helps me stay strong and fight hard. I felt like
as long as I was yelling I would overcome the assailant. That assault was also the inspiration for
this zine. After the attack I had ne support from the cops, and minimal support from my friends.
I really wanted to know if how I acted was “right” or if I was stupid for having taken a walk by
myself like the cops said. Or if T was “strange” as they had said for being very anary about the
aftack. I've since learned that responding to an assault with anger (as opposed to fear) helps many
women get out of the situation safely ( Stopping Rape). I decided that day, 4 years ago, that I
needed to know how other women were dealing with sexual assault, what they were doing to keep
themselves safe, and how they were healing from the experience. I had a strong desire to talk
with other women who had been through similar situations. What you are now holding in your
hands is the product of that desire to hear other women's stories and to share my own.

The letters, calls, and submissions I've received from women in response to this zine have
been invaluable to me. They have let me know that T am not alone. That many women have and are

- fighting against assault, in many ways! I hope that reading this zine you will find stories that

validate your experiences, and give you tools and ideas you can use to defend yourself, if you ever

need to. Hopefully violence against women will end, betlkmew-thet-moy-be-slongwaroff. In the

meantime, let these stories serve as an inspiration to women, and testimony to our power and

ability To defend ourselves.
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I found the following article in
the Times Union out of Albany, NY
on Sunday 5-20-01, 2 days after
this courageous woman defended

herself. Her success story is one

of the few to make it into the
mainstream press. Too often we hear
stories of women being brutally
raped or murdered in the news

under the excuse "if it bleeds,

it leads". Well, someone was defin-
ately bleeding on this Friday and
yet the story was on page 45 or
something, shoved down at the .
bottom of the page surrounded by
ads. I bring this up to point out

that women's courage, power, deter-.

mination, and ability to overcome
assault is often downplayed in the
mass media, if it gets coverage at
all. This is just one more reason
to talk with your friends about R
Your own experiences- we've got to
remind each other that women are
fighting back all the time.

Also- notice the language used in
the article, "...sex act...". Its .
kind of misleading because rape is
not about sex. It is about one per-
son.trying to get power and control"
over another person. Sometimes the
Press tries to give rape stories a
"sexy" angle, but lets remember,

RAPE IS TO SEXUALITY WHAT HITTING
SOMEONE OVER THE HEAD WITH A
FRYING PAN IS TO COOKING.

= triedtoforéea 42 -yearold woman
#: to performa'sexact on him eql
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outgoing and had many friends despite his presence, that dragged on her like a heavy
anchor full of seaweed and dead rotting fish. He seemed determined to make everyone .

miserable, especially me.

My father liked me very much, so much that [ always felt uncomfortable around
him. He favored me and I hated it, [ hated him. He was always looking at me; I couldn’t
get away form him. If we drove somewhere, he always had the rear view mirror pointing
at me. It didn’t matter where I would sit, at the end [ would find myself slouched down as
far as I-could so, wishing I could just sit on the floor mat. I could not sleep at night; I
knew he would come into my room and try to kiss me. He did this sick thing where he
would put his fingers on my lips to see if [ would notice, as if numbing me to the
sensation of a kiss. I was always awake, but inside [ was frozen. I could not move or yell
my only defense was to grow up quickly. One time, in an out of control wrestling match,
he pinned me down and kissed me on the mouth. I did not know what to do, or think, or
even say. I tan to the bathroom and felt like [ was going to throw up. It was as if -
everything was only in my mind, and nobody saw or helped me. I learned to shut down
inside. I wanted to be invisible. I use to play this game at night, I would lay there and
play dead, staying as still as I could, and breathing without moving any part of my body.
Perhaps I learned it from watching Wild Wild World of Animals on TV for many years. |
was like the spider that had no natural defenses except to lay there and play dead.

My mother never liked her mother in law, which besides years of tradition, she
especially didn’t like her for one reason. When we were very little, she came to visit us,
during her visit she had accused my father of molesting us, her own son. This is what she
said about him, and my mother could not accept it. Years later my mother would
occasionally make comments about my father like, oh, he may be this and that, but he is
not one of those, one of those meaning a child molester. How could my mother of all
people be married to one of those. She would not believe it and she would never talk -
about it. I never had the heart to tell her what kind of man she had married, and so when
he finally left her life, it was a chance for me to get rid of him and cut him out of my life.

My father left my mother for another woman after twenty years of marriage; I'm glad

that he did, because she would have died by his side, miserable and married. He did hera
favor, he did all of us a favor. I think the problem with my father was that he was not bad ,
enough. If he was an alcoholic or woman beater it would have been easier for my mom to
leave-him, but he was sneaky and always lingered on the borderline of obviously insane.

[ remember my mom during those times and [ always remember that she came
second. She never stood up to him and she always let him win. [ wish I could say that
learned self Worth through my mom, but [ know I didn’t. I can’t say that [ would have
been better off if she had protected me from him, because if I did what kind of person
would I be, what kind of daughter would I be. [ do remember, however, my sister with
incredible strength. She could sometimes talk to him, and one time in an argument gone ’
out of control, as he grabbed her throat, she shoved him with all her strength, fighting :
back and standing her ground. Bahm! Right back at you. To this day, I don’t think that L.

N st ]

by Aciel B

When I was in my early teens I was dating a guy who I'll call Bob (not his real name):
During part of this time I was homeless. Often my choices were to either spend the -
night at Bob's house or to sleep in a city park, or state park. During the warm, clear
nights sometimes I'd chose the parks because I knew that staying with Bob had a
price. Either way the trade off was no good- face the risk of trouble from someone
I didn't know messing with me in the park, or have to put up with trying to
repeatedly defend myself against Bob's unwanted sexual advances. Neither were

good options.

Soon after I'd started seeing Bob I lost most of my friends. He broke down my self-
esteem to the point where I often questioned my sanity. After we'd met I became .
depressed and withdrawn. The isolation I felt plus the instability of homelessness
made me feel dependent on Bob. I felt like he was the only supportive person I had-
but that was a lie because every time we were together he would force himself on

me in some way.

The first time it happened, I woke up to him kissing me. I pushed him away and told

him that T just wanted to sleep. But about 5 minutes later he was trying to

penetrate me with his penis. I told him again to stop, I even pushed him away. When
he still didn't stop, I punched him hard in the stomach. I didn't really have anywhere

else to go so I just turned my back to him and tried to sleep. When we talked about

it the next day he said that I should be more understanding because he- as an 18

year old- was in the “sexual peak” of his life and couldn't help himself. I felt like

saying that he- as a legal adult- should know better.

This crap continued every time we were together and it basically wore me down. It
was a constant struggle and it was emotionally exhausting. Towards the end of our
“relationship” I'd just lie there completely still and completely tense. I felt
humiliated, angry and disqusted. He would get off and then get mad at me for "not
being into it". He knew that I wasn't into it because I would tell him that I didn't
want to do it. Now I can look back on it and say that it was rape, but at the time I
didn't call it that. He would justify his actions by saying that if he didn't ejaculate
then his balls would hurt for days after. If I was really upset and crying after then
he would be apologetic and say "I didn't mean for it to happen this way".

Even after I got my own place to live my self-esteem was so low that I'd still let him
come over. He was also shooting and snorting heroine at this time and refused to use
w.ﬁﬂmn:o: on many occasions. He'd come over to my house while he was in
withdrawals from heroine and say really mean stuff to me. I got used to being called

a bitch- especially when I set boundaries with him. Unfortunatelv thannh T started
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Bringing people together to confront someone who had once been part of the
community, for his crimes against women.

. wi ~ Julia Daniel

One night I awoke toa male friend, Puma, touching me all over and crying. I had
previously been kissing with this person, but we weren't kissing at that time, and
this was definitely NOT consensual.

I felt paralyzed and just rolled over so he'd stop, waiting till morning to talk to him
about it.

In the morning I just told him that he was weird last night and couldn't discuss it
further. I told a couple of friends about it. One friend told me that he thought the
situation was real fucked up. I agreed. :

I didn't want a lot of people to know however, to protect bath Puma and myself. At
t+his time I worried about the offender's emotional stability and thought I had to
be careful not to get him into trouble.

About a year later, word of what had happened spread in our little community, and a--
couple more people came foreword and said that Puma had done similar things to

+hem. When I heard that he had done this to other women I knew we had to do |
something. Some other folks talked about it with me and we decided to havea
with the offender. This was weird because we

series of "community meetings
weren't so much of a strong community of friends as we were a group of people who
knew each other and occasionally came out to do activism together. Nevertheless
this was what we came up with.

So we had our first meeting, and went around, saying why we were there, what role
we played in Puma’s life and what we wanted out of the meetings. There were people
there who were currently kissing with him, as well as 2 of us who he had assaulted
and maybe 12 others. It was weird. .

We made Puma tell everyone what happened. I felt he didn't really explain what he
did to me very well and I told him my side. He said he didn't. remember that.
Hmm.....

Then people went around and talked about both what they wanted him to do and
if/how they would help him with it. One of the girls who he had assaulted had an
excellent idea. She asked him to keep a journal to record how he was handling

things. U3
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y T N By staying lighthearted, committed to remembering our own and the harasser’s

~ Theracism I saw and heard about from my best buddy in the company, a Black man, was | : _
evenworse. When he was interviewing for the job two EMT's ran around behind him with sheets full humanity, and armed with a range of options, we can keep things moving

over themselves to look like the Klu Klux Klan. After he got the job a group of co-workers , : forward. .

physically attacked him one night during an over-night shift. They pinned him down and shaved ‘ Jill Nagle is the editor of Whores and Other Feminists (Routledge 1997) and

off his chest hair. In another instance they handcuffed him to a stretcher and then handcuffed e . . = ) an
associate editor of Male Lust: Pleasure, Power and Transformation (Kerwin Kay,

the stretcher to a parking meter and left him there on the busy street. My friend laughed it . .
off as a mild form of hazing. He was obviously too terrified to tell the Manager, who we both ed., Haworth, Mooov.. Find her for almost any purpose at Www jillnagle.com.

knew probably condoned the acts anyway. . This article originally appeared in the Summer Edition of Moxie: For Women
In the 5 months I had been with the ambulance company I had already gone through 2 Who Dare and was reprinted with permission from the author. m Tfuw ,m.uq

men partners (they refused to partner up 2 women) and had been unhappy with both due to too f _
. many comments about women and Blacks. T was now with my third partner. He did not talk to me :
much, and this was an improvement. Though I was slowly beginning to gain his trust by making !
stupid jokes (something I'm rather good at). : _
One day in between calls my new partner and I went back to the station. We walked into
the empty common room only to be immediately sent back out to do a final call for the day. Only

_ P b % |
enough time had passed for me to walk into the room, see a porn magazine on the table, pick it @ \@ Qﬁ é @\&\

up, be told we had a call, throw the thing into the trash can and leave. T didn't really think about - s - 2
my actions. T just did it. . S——,

We had only gotten about two blocks down the street when the Qtpaicher put ot n , e T Frequently in ﬁrm.nnmmﬂmﬂm. %nﬂwam.m.r.mlc.:&:mm have an outside door, a small vestibule, and
general call aver the radio to all the ambulances on the road, “O.K. Who Threwour Tiowoy's . then a locked inside door. Because I lived on the second floor of my Ucza_:m.H. had to carry .
book?" he angrily asked. ) my bike up there, so I generally hoisted it on my shaulder befere going in the building. One

Oops, T had thrown out the Supervisor's porn. - evening, as I was going in, I heard someone running up behind me. I immediately turned,

Much to my partner’s dismay, I called back and said that T had. The Dispatcher called g dropped my bike, and got into a 'defensive’ stance. You could almost hear the ‘screech’ of +his
our ambulance back to the station. T was ready to be reprimanded. But by the time I had gotten man putting on _._m,m ‘brakes’ because, nbviously, he was not expecting that type of reaction. He
back the Dispatcher and Manager had realized that the "book" Timmy was complaining someone g said he was there to see someone :.d the building, and just wanted to ‘catch’ the door as T was
had dumped was actually only a porn “book. " They laughed and sent me back on the road. T going in. I backed out the outside deor, told him to ring the bell of the person he was looking
thought the incident was over, finished my _ij+ trip for the day and went home, _ for, and have them buzz him up. It waound up that he was there visiting someone, but I kept

Of course the incident wasn't over-Everyone had hear the general call on the radio about z..«m.m_m safe by not being in a small, ccafined space with him.

Timmy's "book" and by the time I got in the next morning the whole company knew the whole ; e e S 7
story. Rebecca had thrown out the Supervisor's porn. Rebecca has a thing against pornography. : . i e V.*\/l .WW\ . WW . & ey
As soon as T walked in some guys jokingly called me "the pornqueen." Ha, ha °.  nonded with . - When I first moved to Chicago, I worked downtown and would ride the &l One day a man and
little patience and little humor. Luckily, I was sent out on a call. | Istruck up a conversation and he asked if he could walk me home. I said no, but he got off at

When T came back to the common room and saw the porn centerte. ~rominently hung : . /" my stop (at another door) anyway. I believe he thought he could follow me to determine where
on the walls, it became quickly obvious to me that I was now to be the target of a new group _ ' Ilived. Anyway, I had seen him, and had ducked into the corner store and asked the clerk if T
intimidation campaign-, the porn reading men in the company vs me. Unfortunately, that meant ; : could hide behind the counter until T was sure that this man was gore. He allowed me to do so,
n_aom.ﬁm__t}m men in the company, including the day and night Supervisors, the Manager and the and even checked a couple of times to make sure that the guy had left: I had a couple of
Dispatcher It was the Dispatcher who actlally did scare me the most. He was physically big as : things going for me- I was aware of him getting off the train, and I knew enough about the
well as outspoken and unafraid to say what was on his mind in a rather threatening tone. . area I lived in to know where I could go for help.

The next few days were shear hell. T was constantly joked about and taunted, and my . g C— R i g i LorE. _— .
already near silent partner stopped talking to me all together (not a good thing when you need . - , !
to work as a team to care for the sick or wounded, especially in an emergency). There were also I love Hope's stories because they are
a number of specific incidents that happened. Though I can't quite remember in which order a great example of how sel f-defense
they occurred I remember the events themselves. A full-paged note written by the Dispatcher encompasses keeping ourselves safe by

was posted on the common room well next to more porn pictures. This time the pom pictures
were meant to be more appropriate for our work. One was of two elderly men dressed in diapers
simultaneously sucking on the nipples of a large breasted "porn-nurse.* The note from the

getting out of a situation as soon as - _.._L
1t starts to feel unsafe. —A.C.)
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~Affer he got my father's letfer the Manager suddenly became a new man. Not wanting
to be sued, he pulled me aside and spoke to me for the first time as if I was an adult with some
power. I also think that he saw me for the first time as someone's daughter, in other words,
a real person and not just a "broad." We sat alone in an ambulance to discuss the matter. He
asked me what I wanted to see happen. I told him that I planned to quit but that before I did
I wanted a new rule to be passed in the company-, no pornography in the common spaces. He
agreed and soon after a letter stating that fact was posted on the wall in the common room and,
if I remember correctly, stated at a staff meeting.

I left the company with mixed feelings. I felt successful, even <5n:nn._.na by the passing
of the new rule. But I also felt defeated-, the jerks in the company succeeded in pushing me

out. ,
In my eyes the real success came months later. I knew that the sexism I had

~ experienced (and the racism I had seen) at that

one particular ambulance company was a state-wide problem. I decided that someone should
address the issue on a state-wide level. I knew that all EMS personnel must take a number of
continuing education courses each year to stay certified. I decided that was the route to take.
I called the EMS (Emergency Medical Services) state office and asked to speak with the
person in charge of Continuing Education Training. I suggested to him that a course be of fered
n"Dismantling Discrimination” in the EMS field. The gentleman in charge was African-American.
He obviously knew what I was talking about, as any non-white or non-male in the business would.
We met. He took my idea completely seriously and he agreed to gave me almost complete control
over organizing and leading a one evening accredited course on "Dismantling Discrimination” for
Emergency Service personnel. Throuah out the whole few months it took to organize the training

he never once wavered in his support or belief in me.
I organized outside experts in af firmative action and the law to come speck. I also got

minorities and women from high up positions within the field to come and tell their stories. And
I planned a talk I would give to introduce and close the one night training. I was so seared I
would be verbally attacked (or worse), or that the event would flop and I would be ostracized
from the field, that I couldn't eat for four days before the training. .

The training obviously got a good deal of publicity because the turn out was outstanding.
Over 60 people showed up. The audience was made up of ambulance technicians, fire-fighters,
emergency.room personnel, administrative directors of emergency rooms from some of Boston's
most noted hospitals and, much to my surprise, the fire-fighters who had originally trained me
to be an EMT. .

I would guess that over two thirds of the group came out of defensive curiosity. I say
this betause there were more men with condescending looks on their faces standing (hiding?)
towards the back of the room behind the waist high partition than there were attendees sitting
in the front actively participating in the evening training. There were about 15 or so participants
in the front of the room engaging in the dialogues and asking questions. The rest of the people
who stood 'in the back acted as if they were not there. To me they looked like they were
watching a show, one they did not like.

But the evening, the first time the State of Bpmmonrcunim had held any type of training
dealing with sexism/racism for EMS personnel, ended up being a raving success. Each of the 6
or so speakers did a great job in front of a tough audience. Important legal information was
given on how to address discrimination (including filing a formal complaint with the state). And
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Facing Random Sexual Harassment @
Jill Nagle

Dusk is rapidly approaching. I'm walking at my usual brisk pace through Golden
Gate Park, enjoying the casual company of my fellow humans, when a guy on a
park bench goes "Heyyyyy...." His voice is low and leering, not friendly nor
inviting. It follows me as I keep going past, this time not in the mood to "deal"
with the thick, morose layers of guilt, shame and years of strained gender relations

reflected in his utterance. But my walk is no longer enjoyable, and at the end of
the block, I turn around and head home, angry with myself for "letting" the

incident affect me.

As a white middle-class woman who came into feminism in the mid-*80s, I'm
conditioned to view any unsolicited public sexual attention as a bad thing.
However, [ don’t always experience it that way. It depends upon the spirit of the
delivery: the tone of voice, body posture, carriage, whether the speaker is
accompanied by other men, etc. #fyy own response can also help determine the
ultimate tenor of the interaction. I’ve had positive exchanges of sexual attention -
with strangers in public, and I've also helped transform potentially negative

interactions imte positive ones.

More than once, I have been catcalled on the street, and turned around, walked
slowly over to the perpetrator, looked him in the eye and said calmly and
respectfully, "You know, that kind of comment makes me feel really
uncomfortable; I don’t appreciate it, and neither do any of the women I know." So
far, I've received a sincere apology on each of the several occasions I've done
this. With two or more men, I find it works best to pick one and focus on him,
since otherwise, they tend to bond with each other and ignore the woman.

Sometimes I am too taken aback by an unexpected verbal assault, and am unable
to get my bearings enough to respond the way I might like to. Other times,
making a heart connection isn’t physically possible, such as when someone is in
another car on the highway, several stories above on scaffolding or behind glass in
a restaurant. In those cases, my favorite way tg subvert an instance of unwanted
sexual objectification is to do something unexpected-and "disgusting," like start
picking my nose very obviously and deliberately. My friend Beth likes to burp
loudly or make barfing noises. Cmcm:% the men get repulsed and go away. Or else
.they laugh. Sometimes we laugh, too.

Several years ago, | was making out in public with a rather butch female lover, a
young man (who was with a young woman) called out, "Hey which one of you’s
the guy?" We looked at each other, at first startled and angry, conferred briefly,
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WHAT HAPPENED
Inga Schowengerdt

When T was fifteen years old T went to o party at my friend Ellen's beach cottage.
Ellen lived in a small wealthy new-England town with about as much diversity of skin
color as a roll of toilet paper. When a family of non-anglo descent moved into town,
it was as obvious as the first snowfall. While the community is generally peaceful
and safe, it does not inherently model healthy race relations, which I found out for
myself that night. .

The crowd at the party consisted of kids from the local high school, who crowded
into the one room shack roasting marshmallows around the fire grate and drinking

punch that was more vodka than it was Juice. T was at the party with two friends -

from my school several towns away. Ellen was the only person in the crowd that we
knew from before the party. My friend Julia was a bubbly girl in the grade below
me, and Peter was a calm charismatic boy in my grade. Peter was unlike many of the
boys at the party in multiple ways: he had a soothing presence, was a good listener,
and knew how to relate to girls without talking to their chests: but he was unlike
everyone at the party in one particular way: he wasn't white. While Peters mother
was German, his father was Sihkimese, and his Asian descent gave him not only the
Sihkimese nickname pinso but also the thick dark hair, olive-cocoa skin and sloping
eyes that made him distinct amidst the room of pale northeastern high schoolers.

The room was crowded, and .m<n3 in the chill of late new-England fall, we soon got

: overheated and Peter and I decided to go outside for a while. Julia was
~ determinedly flirting with a tall lanky boy with a batch of freshly roasted

marshmallows, so she decided to stay and meet up with us later. Sitting on a rock at
the edge of a cliff overlooking the ocean, about two hundred feet away from the
cottage, Peter and I shivered but were glad for the respite from the increasingly
inebriated crowd inside. We hadn't been there but a few minutes before Julia
wandered over, having had enough marshmallows for the moment. She Joined us on
our rock, and it was only' moments later that we received another arrival, this one

less expected.

Crashing through the knee-high undergrowth of the woods behind us came three
boys, all of them in identical baggy sport jackets and hats. They were large and
loud, a good foot taller than me at the time, even Péter who was quite tall would
have looked up to see into thejr eyes had they been in front of him, but this was not
their plan. Before we could even furn around, they had all pounced on Peter and had
him in a headlock. I had been on alert as soon as T heard them crushing so much of

I walk in narrow Philadelphia subway tunnels.

Stretching out and up into the streets,
Where people move and vnm. and leap,
I walk up the steep stairs
Away from glaring lights and low ceilings,
Into eight o’clock at the corner
Of Ellsworth and Federal.
# Six legs, three throats, eyes, bellies,
We walk into night together.

Soulful eyes, greasy skin,
Big'tongue, birth mark on left
Cheek, high-heeled shoes,
Orange soda stains, [ remember
- All the people I've seen as I walk
Fast toward my apartment above
Nick’s, the Italian tailor shop.
Past the muffler shop, abandon factodes,
Across broken glass, old mattresses,
And the empty parking lot,
I keep my hands in my pockets.
I know those boys are behind me,
Beautiful tall trees in a storm.

I cross over to the other side.

They cross over with me,

Walking tight and quiet.

I’'m almost home just another block
I'm almost home just another block
I'm almost home.

Here’s my song.

Near the Blue Lantern, where pool tables
Collide with sleepy lips in smoky air,
They catch up to me

And swing their legs .

Into the same hurried pace as mine.
What do you want from me?

A sad, scared question mark suspended.
What do you want?

-~ 1 oA -

Surviving the Blood that Makes a Country Blush With Rage “ @
. Amanda I eigh Lichtenstein : .

Electrc eyes falling into sky,
One solid punch and
I see glass I see broken

I see wild I see shy I see echo
I see loose wild shy sky night.
Stumbling to an iron run,

I feel sewn up like 2 bird without a throat,

I see in the mirror my blood at the seams,
My jaw juts out, inside scream --

Into the sideways palm of 2 man

Who wants to help me, if he can.

Calm down, girl.

Calm down.

I see in the mirror, my jagged jaw.

There’s a melting ice bag on my lip

As I wait in the room with other

Sick people and their families.

My eyes wander past the currains of a
Make-shift room where

I see wide wounds and dangling

Cords monitoring our chances for survival.

I cizcle the bloody lump with my tongue
And watch the funeral of [tzhak Rabin,
Pome Minister of Israel,

On the TV hanging from the ceiling.

Over and over again a voice describes

- The single shot that threw him

To the ground in front of the
Wailing wall in Jerusalem. ; ’

In my orange cracked plastic seat

I swing my feet slow, ;
Resisting the urge to touch my swollen
Lips with my fingers.

My tongue reaches for the comers

- Of my mouth and catches tears

Collecting into pools of deep red.
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consider 3<.nnio:m. I remember being astounded by my own strength at the time.
Peters’ three attackers seemed either dazed or surprised by the turn in events, and
scampered off with as much grace and speed as their baggy clothes and plastered
systems would allow at the same time that Ellen and a group of her friends came
storming down the path to our aid. I reached down and grabbed Peters' arm, hauling

him back from the edge of the cliff, grateful to discover that the blows he had
taken had not hurt him badly.

While the situation was tame in the sense that no weapons were present and the
attackers seemed unpracticed as well as drunk, it was frightening to me in that
physically, my arsenal was much smaller than these three boys. Had I stopped to
think, I would have seen instantly that their sheer size and number did not indicate
to me that I was going to contral the situation, rather, it could have ended up with
bath Peter and I Um._.:m completely overpowered. Luckily, I did not stop and calculate
this, I took what cues I could from the situation, and with the blessing.of a mother-
load of adrenaline, T acted quickly, I do believe that they might have fought harder
had I not talked to them as I fought them. The most powerful lesson that I take
from this experience is not any particular maneuver that was especially effective, as
I can hardly remember for the adrenaline, but that T am capable of being a powerful
defensive opponent, much more powerful than any of us, most of all myself
expected, and that this was made possible because I used the intensity of the
situation as fuel instead of panicking or even taking time to consider fear. Every
drop of terror in my being was transformed into strength, rage, and instant intuitive
logic. While this experience shook me at the time, it has also given me great hope. I
am a small girl, and Peters' attackers where hulking boys who had clearly made it
through a growth spurt or two, but while the balances were uneven in terms of
brawn and body weight, never mind number, I felt urgency where they felt only
aggression. If I can avoid a potentially dangerous situation by using my fright at the’
reality before me to pump power into my body and reasoning into my mind, others
who find themselves in similar situations can too.

4

el
I was traveling with 5 other women one summer. We had hitched up to Toronto

Canada for a conference and ended up sleeping in a city park one night. We chose a
very open area in the middle of a field to sleep. We felt relatively safe because
there were so many of us. But even so, my friend Kelly and I took turns staying
awake to keep an eye on things. I had a knife with me “just in-case”..It was really
Just a traveling knife that I used when preparing food and the like.

At_one point Kelly woke me up because she had seen a guy circle us at a distance o
few times. We both watched him. He was walking in a slow, wide circle around us. We
sat up so that he would know we were watching him. When he saw us looking at him
he retreated out of sight. I went back to sleep and Kelly stayed awake.

~ She woke me up a second time when she had noticed that he was circling us again,

This was bad because we were both very tired and just wanted to sleep. We tried
waking up our friends but they didn't want to move to a.new spot, they were really
tired too. So Kelly and I decided to be proactive and go ask the guy what he wanted.
We got out of our sleeping bags and walked towards him. Kelly took the knife hidden
in her sleeve.

When he saw us walking towards him he began to back away. Without getting too

i'~; close we called out, "Hey, why do you keep walking around us? What do you want?"

He said "I don't speak English” in perfect m,:m:mr. He didn't even have an accent.
Weird. I thought he was just trying to blow us off.

..Md.cm..q leave us alonelll” we yelled at him.

He made a nasty face and walked away. He stayed pretty far away, but came in and
@5, of our sight throughout the night. Needless to say, Kelly and I got no sleep, but

our friends did so that was good at least.

<by Ariel

"i The boy sitting behind me in Humanities class could be heard loudly whispering to his friend,
- ... its like when a girl says no to sex but really means yes.” I was shocked and disgusted by his.
: remark. As the class droned on I became more and more angry at the boy behind me and ot myself
: for not having said anything immediately following his violent comment. I decided that since he'd
_ said it, by now 20 minutes ago, I'd wait till the end of class to confront him on it. As he stood up
to leave I stood and turned to face him. "I heard what you said” I told him looking in his eyes.
"When a woman says No its not sex, its rape.” :
"I was just kidding" he said looking to his buddies for reassurance.
"Its not funny. Rape is not a joke." ,
He rolled his eyes and walked away. Later that day I saw him walking down the hall with a woman.
As they passed I said to the woman, "watch out for him, he thinks rape is a joke." she just
laughed at me and took hold of his hand. T was disappointed by her reaction, but felt good about
speaking up.

—_— e — .. - .
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be surprised how often you see them. I'm not suggesting going out and locking for
situations to jump into, but you really don't need to—they find you. So don't Just look
on if the situation calls for action, you need to ACT!

I've reached my boiling point, but I'm only one person. I'm no superhero, nor am I
trying to be. I'm doing what I can, talking to people, speaking out, and when necessary,

acting up. If you do nothing else, talk to one friend about this— plant the seed that

might move them to action. Because you never know when you might be in need of
assistance and the crowd around you is just watching.

s L COP - . - . % ® e O I e o

Saturday evening I came home and my front deor was open. My roommate claimed
no knowledge of why and actually thought I had done it. She left for the evening. I
felt nervous but tried to ignoreit. Later I was watching television and there was a
knock at the door. It was a young boy telling me he was "lost” and could he “use the
phone?” Weird, no? Thinking I was being prejudice I offered to call for him. When.
I returned he was gone. Later I was in the kitchen preparing food. Suddenly a loud
noise caused the cat to jump from the sofa. The noise was the door being kicked in.
My apartment at the time was very narrow and long. The kitchen being on the
opposite end from the door. I emerged to find four "boys” all in white tees entering
the house. (Oh yeah, between the call incident and the break in I spied this group
out my window walking down an alley.) I also emerged with the knife I had been

"using. Again fight or flight. No time for thinking. Instinct took over. Wearing

nathing but a slip I ran affer them knife in hand. As soon as they spotted me they
started exiting. Luckily I just wound up with cuts on my hand from a glass door that
was broken during their flight. Later, my roommate and I figured out that they had
been in the house while she was home alone because some of my stuff was stolen.
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When I doubt my strength, my decisions, my courage and sum my survival up to submission, luck, and
patience, I make myself remember how badly I pleaded with myself to keep myself from giving in,
going crazy, mﬁ:m. getting killed. That was my fight: my brain was working the entire fime. What did
they want to hear? What were my options? Should I kiss ass? act tough? seem scared? What was

waiting for me beyond this that I needed to stay alive ?ﬂu

After the third guy leaves for town with my ATM card, the leader (the most vocal) and the guy he
keeps calling “Maniac” start talking about Jiff. plans, diff. options. How he (the leader) wanted to kill
me, but the third guy said I was cooperative, “franquila,” scared, so he wasn't going to kill me, unless

I did something. They talk about.. calling my parenats for ransom. I'm just thinking, "Please God, no, I
Jjust want to be free, I want to be away from these guys.”... Every once in a while, "Maniac” randomly
slaps me on the leg w/ the side of the knife which doesn't hurt but scares me. A few times, one of
them runs the knife tip along me... I kept my eyes closed even when my head was covered and I
[never saw their faces]. It makes this all seem so unreal and hard to believe... We were afl tired. I
was 5o worn out from being scared. I was thirsty. I was anxious, bored, restless. I asked him to untie
a hand so T could lie down and he tied [it] to my other foot but we all lay down on the log for a while...

This whole thing was way longer than a movie....

8 hours is a long time but such terror, control, manipulation and viclence are parts of some people's

lives for an entire lifetime. Those who manage to hold onto themselves, to struggle through with _ E
some vision of what's beyond and outside that, to somehow survive, BLOW ME AWAY. Our survival,

mine, theirs, anyone's, causes me to marvel at life, at my life and that I still have it.

They leave me alone at some point, sitting on a log in the jungle, hands tied, foot tied to tree, coat i
over head and I almost want them to come back so I can't further contemplate the impossibility of : i g Bl
escape and because even their company makes time go faster and keeps me scared and tense enough _ e
to think about the reality of what's happening.... So finally, leader goes to look out on the trail and s
make sure no ane is coming. He calls to Maniac and they lead me back out to-the trail from the jungle, -
the beach now just on the other side of us. Brief moment of hope as if they're going to let me go

from here. They notice me looking at the trail, with glee, familiarity, hope, and ask "Where are you

going?” )

I feel like I'm indulging my drama a little bit. Not to play the *wha's story is crazier” game, but I - ta =
know there are thousands of women (unfortunately) who's stories break your heart and raise your o , -
bileand there are a million reasons I've made up why mine is not at the top of “The Crazy Story List." W
BUT, I spent a lot of time trying to think it wasn't that big of a deal and down-playing my strength m

and the courage of my reaction, SO FUCK ITH!

It's still an important thing for people to know about me, but it is no longer so much an integral part e R

of my daily mind flow and my life structure that people need that background before progressing
beyond the most basic level of acquaintance. It bathers me sometimes that I know there are people
out there who met me right around the time of the rape whao's most prominent assaciation with me is

that event. I wonder if they have a visual image to go with it. .

And They Just Watched HWTEutN:...

Rebecca Steinmetz

I have reached my boiling point. I know of oo many friends who have been h .
hassled, sexually assaulted or raped. I have seen too many incidents where [ orassed,
been intimidated, belittled and terrorized just for the sheer fact arnc“o”._rm: e
women. I know of men who have had the same thing happen to them and I h ) i
assaulted more than once. This enrages me. ave been

Last Friday night I had a nasty run in with a drunken guy who was harassin

onmy train between Belmont and Fullerton on the Brown Line. She was small am:M .Heo:_.“o:
about my age—IT COULD HAVE BEEN ME, IT COULD HAVE BEEN YOU, IT noOoCMM
HAVE BEEN SOMEONE YOU KNOW. He was a tall, muscular man ;__WN her size

Leaning over his seat, inches from her face, he was yelling obscenities at her inavery

qu,mn._rmzim manner. She raised her voice and told him over and over to leave her alone

I could see her shaking from where I was sitting. All eyes in the car were on the +
of them. And every single passenger, at least 12 people, sat frozen in their mmﬁsm
J.omm too; it was a frightening thing to see. But if I was frightened and shaken b :
sight of this, I could only imagine how she must have felt. 4 :

She quickly moved out of her seat and sat down a few rows from me. The man followed |

_._.Q.. no_.:.r_.::m:m to yell. One last look at the trance the rest of the passengers were i

cinched it for me. His actions and the other passenger’s inactivity made am ESMMN __:
I got up and yelled back at him. I very clearly repeated what she had u__,mnu_\n_ said .o_m
told him to stay away from her. Consequentially, he turned his attack on Bwlmynms

away ﬁ.oa my face now and I could smell the alcohol on his breath. We had an inte Mm
shouting match that went on for maybe a minute, followed by a long moment of sil e
as I mw._. down next to her and we ignoring him. During our silence he continued m__.:mqnm
_:mc_ﬂ__.gm comments at the two of us. And for a reason known only to him, he gave a MH%
repulsive : . isti ; [ .

aommn_ » M_.M“ﬂ_..mﬁ_ MMMBujB:«.a:& sadistically “apologized" for bothering us, and

The woman was still trembling and now I was too. She told me that he had been
rn.1ummm:m her even before I got on the train; she didn't know him and not only was he
using incredibly sexist and racist remarks he was also trying to solicit her ?hmx and
drugs. L__‘Sn his words were intended to insult, intimidate, rca_.r.n.wm and threaten

<<r.n+ gives him or anyone else the right to do that to another human being? The train
u_...1_<ma at Fullerton and left after giving her a few words of support, wim?%r tom
dismay, as I was ready head home, a man who had been on the train with us came o<mw
to me and said that he saw the intoxicated man go right back into her car

ey - ———
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: T arrived at the Jerusalem bus stop, to meet a friend for lunch. We chose a tasty
. ‘ falafel/shwarma restaurant halfway down the block, I placed my order and looked -
. around, only to see one of the two young soldiers near me staring at my chest. T
- e . pretended it was not happening and tried distracting myself. I went over to look at
the wall-to-wall pictures of Mizrahi rabbis. How often, after all, did T have the
- w _ pleasure of seeing pictures of non-Ashkenazi rabbis, even in restaurants owned by

disengagement _ - - : § o Mizrahim (Middle Eastern/North African Jews)?
you didn't win . . you didn't win - . E _ . "Are you from England?" the soldier asked when I returned, still staring at my
because i am learning to trust myselfs. because the ocean tides i ! chest. "What are you looking at?" I challenged. "He's locking at your backpack," his
in each conscious breath are still ruled by the moon : : friend answered. As I struggled to think of what to say next, the friend added,
i reaffirm my relation the sun rises and sets 4 . "He's staring at your breasts." "What are you, chauvinists?" I replied. Damn! Just
to the Ultimate. dirt is dirt. b " didn't sound as good in Hebrew. No punch. "6-d forbid!" the friend said in mock
. . : offense. They giggled with delight, thoroughly amused by themselves.
all wisdom is contained there are some things w : : :
in my cells. , you cannot control. 4 ; "Why?" the friend continued, "is it a sin for a quy to look?" I practically jumped up
. : his nostrils, shouting at him. "Yes, it's disgusting. Women are not slabs of meat for
you didn't win i men to gape at." I had an idea. "How would you feel if women talked to you while 3

'you didn't win

beceuse i am writing this.
You can never silence mel!
i release me

from your bondage.

staring at your di¢k?" I leaned over sideways in front of the guy, placing my head
- squarely in front of his penis. "Would you like it if women talked to you this way?" .
- They both laughed, in a way that was partly disconcerted and partly amused. "Oh,
you think it's funny?" I asked. There was no stopping me now. “What about if T hit
-, it?"

because i experience joy.
i have unlocked the box
of my hidden selves
‘they fly out

and release me from

M mental slavery.

You can never win, “% I slammed my hand under his penis. -

i am alivel your greed
long live lifel eats you alive : He jumped back, startled, confused. A woman started running around in circles,
’ your fear controls you, : : yelling, "What is it> What's happening? What's going on?" The man behind the
-f  you didn't win . counter calmly kept making my falafel. "See " I shouted at the soldier I just hit,
because it's not a game. in sharp contrast e : "that's what it feels like when men stare at my chest. It's feels as violating as being
 blue on orange ' hit." By this point, the guy who originally stared at my chest had run out of the

store. I ran after him. I was on a roll. I found him outside, laughing uncontrollably,
with his penis partially erect. "Oh, you think it's funny?" I asked. "What about if I
iam free. : . hit yours?" I slammed my hand under his penis, grabbing his balls. He stopped
laughing. I gave him the same speech.

i don't have to beat you . :
_you didn't have to | I stand to you and say . Y

beat me.

—_—

R i know how . e o
9.22.00 - erika.maria_

to treat others with respect. _ . B wEE : _
_ Pk - . I ran back in the store, yelling god knows what. *Hey." I said to the soldier inside,

"You've got a cute butt!" Slam! I hit it. The soldier outside came back in. "In fact
e you've got a cute butt too!" Slam! This guy was really upset by now, shifting back
. * and forth, unsure what the hell to do. I was ready to take him on. He just stood
- there shifting on his feet, looking thoroughly distressed. I was having a blast.
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twist my arm but the grip is weak with the clothing. mnﬂmwﬁim the whole time, but the
worst was when the aggressive one caught my throat. I tuck my chin like I was taught
by Arika O. in self defense. He held that for a long long time. I start to freak out,

telling them to back of f, I'm losing oxygen, get off my throat, your killing me you fuck,

etc and I keep thinking if I don't act fast I will go unconscious and die. I make a
conscious decision I will not get raped and I will not get killed, thoughts of my family,
my lover, my best friend fell my head with strength. And I again swing my feet at the
aggressors head and make impact and he releases the neck hold. I'm able to get to my
feet, I close my pants. I see the timid guy with a knife, he doesn't know what to do and
I know that if I get the knife I am fully prepared to slash his throat. I lunge at him

and he recoils in fear, the knife is a steak knife, cheesy serrated. T make him freak:

out and I jump into the driver seat ¢f their car; fuck, no keys. This makes them really
nervous, the driver jumps into the back seat; I was too late to lock it, and then try to
grab the knife again. I get out of the car, I have bargaining power. I tell the
aggressive man to retreat 30 feet and he does, I am hesitant to give them my wallet,
and they knock me to the ground again, a man on my back and a knife at my spine. I tell
them to get off if they want it. I get my wallet and tell them they can't follow me, I
throw the wallet, grab my things and run. It seems to take forever till I get to the
road.

By this time it is almost 7pm; we fought for 45 minutes. I am frantic, flag down cars
who won't let me in their car, a man finally stops. I yell "Politzei”, and he takes me to
a police station which is fwo minutes away! In a small town called Finsterwalde. I tell
my story to the police who photo me, question me, find me a bed and breakfast to stay
in, want me to take them back to the site, but I don’t know that I can find it again,
don't want to see them again. I call my mom in the U.S. to tell her what"happened.

I had a nice shower and a bed, tv to try to take my mind away from the pain. Swollen
“face, chipmunk cheek and a black and blue bruise on my chin; my throat is swollen and
‘red, raw and I have trouble swallowing, I can't open my mouth more than an inch. My

wrist is raw and bloody where I grabbed the knife but couldn't get a good grip on it.

My-entire back and every muscle in legs, arms, everywhere is sore from fighting and

struggling. The adrenalin is wearing off and I no longer feel invincible from pain. I lie

in bed for many hours crying in pain and confusion and a strength that I am still alive.

I manage to fall asleep after many different attempts to get comfortable. There is

no way to sleep which is not painful,

The next day the police came and made me take them to the place, I finally spot it, by
seeing the windmills and an old rusty gate. We find my hitchhiking sign, the keys to the
handcuffs, my phone card, some German coins. Old old beer cans from months if not
years ago buried in the overgrown grass and they have the nerve to accuse me of
drinking and partying with these men, of setting everything up in the middle of the

] —

B ey

.

Em:p H em mE.._o:m n:c._.rmﬁ fit of crying; I feel like the police are almost as bad as
the actual struggle, having to relive it. I try to be sympathetic; languege can translate
poarly and sound harsher than it is meant: being an outsider has its suspicions, being
a punky girl doesn't help. I explain the entire situation, painstaking details, describe
the car, etc and then they ask me to stay more days to meet with the man who draws
descriptions of the men. I grab penand paper and draw them :Jam:n which impresses
them (I love to draw). They concede to let me go.

The place where T ﬂn« is spectacular, caring o:a gracious, they feed me, support me,
let my mother call me, and let me call my lover in America. They drive me to Berlin two
days later and I catch an airplane home. My mother bought a ticket so I could get cut
of there. I had all my bags, my passport was separate from my wallet so though I had

no Hogm.\ at least I had my identity.

Its been a year sos_.n:m the violent man was caught; robbing a bank; he had my
canceled credit card on him. He had broken probation or escaped from prison?
Something like that, where he had been serving 9 years for kidnaping women, taking
them to secluded areas, raping and beating them and taking their money. They said the-
drawing I did of him looked identical to him and it is what allowed them to connect him
They want me to go there and testify in court. I'm scared, I feel I have -
feel they have a

to my crime.
a responsibility to keep him from doing this to more women. But I
strong case mmn_:ﬂ him, it would cost me time, money, continued heartache. I still} have
many nightmares and I get worked up writing this.all down. I don't know what T'll do.

I hope he thinks about this for the rest of his life like I and his other victims will. T
don't know what happened to the driver. I just wish they would get honestly and truly
fixed end heal their fucked up selves. I started teaching a besic self-defense class
here when I returned to New: Orleans. I will continue to take classes and educate
myself and help others; we E_: continue to ,n_mT;f back.

oo_o\v 4o Xen h..o_s
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